| 4 | Some Brief 
CONSIDERATIONE 


AND 


PROPOSALS, 


Relating to «y 


DEPENDENCIES 


OF IHE 


ENGLISH NATION 


WITH 


. Paine, &Cs 


Lindon, Pri 


P OY 4 r 


Some brief Conſiderations and Propoſals, re- 


lating to the Dependencies of the 
Epgliſh Nation with Spaiie, &c. 


IS <2x4 Hat the ſufferings cf this Nation were, ,in the 

" 4 SP breach with Spaine, in the yeare 1655- moſt 
XD VIE H men areſenſible of, more particularly the Mer» 
chants that traded thither, which had great e- 
{tates ſeized on, andever fince haye the Pirates 


of the enemies private men of War did yi 7: whereas had they: | 


been reparted in the Bay of Biſcay, Coalt o 
Streights, (as well as bf ore Cales,) as was deſired by ſeveral Me- 
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morandams and Applications of Merchants, moſt cf our ſhips had 
been proteted, and the enemies men of Warre either deltroyed or 
diſheartened from coming abroad, but they ſceing no effetual courſe 
was in particular taken to ſappreſſe them, encouraged by great boo- 
tics. obtained from us, knowing from their Agents here how things 
went, have encreaſed in ſtrength aud number, and unlefſe ſome 
ſpeedy way be uſed to quell them, either the Nation mult ſuſpend 
trading, or ſuffer the Commerce to be d:{tcoyed, to the enriching 
the Advcriariee. 

Private -men, we know, muſt not meddle with myſlecies cf 
State, where ſojudicious perſons fit art the Helme cf Government: 
yet as well-wiſhers to the whole, being made too ſenkible as tothe 
thing in hand ; we ſuppoſe it our duty modeſtly to preſent our 
thoughts concerning the aftairs with Spain, as veiſt with the 
diſpoſitions of that Nation. 

Known it is that a vaſt treaſure hath been ſpent in carrying on 
the Warre with that people, which notwich ſtanding bath not 
_ wrought the intended effects, for their policie hath been ſuch, 
(though in many things to their prejudice):3 to judpe it their great- 
eſt ſafety to lie ſtill, and nor to ſet forth their Armada to engage 
with our Fleets, keeping themſelves in part from thoſe great expen- 
ces which we have continually been at, affording the Dutch the con- 
veniences to ſerve them in times of neceſlity, as in bringing their 
treaſure f. om the Canary IiJands, &c. which with themſelves as 
our back-triznds, uſe all meanes to weare out the purſe of the Na 
tion, and occaſion diſcontents for want of trade, thereby either to 
ipoile us by a Warre, or reduce us to ſuch termes of p?2ce 28 would 
be as bad, and in the mean time the Spaniards take ſich opportu- 
nitics of getting home their 7/*ſt- India Fleets, when our (hips can- 
not well remain on their Coaſts, or are wearied with waiting there 
for want of neceſ{aries, as it hath formerly f.]I out. 

' And whereasthe Merchants and Navigation of England, have «f- 
' ter the Warre undergone ſuch great lofſes, many of the Spaniards 
onthe contrary, have enjoyed greater advantages thcn intime cf 
| peace,occalioned by our continual and irrigular-crading thither,em- 
+ ploying theNativeSpaniards& others as Faftors, which put our com- 
| modities at what rates they pleaſe, and their own goods, as Winee, 
'» VVools, Fruit, &c, evenas they lift, inſomuch chat a Pipe of Ca» 
| nary V Vine now, coſts more then double the value of what former- 


" 


(3/ 
ly it did, and our Goods that yielded a conſiderable adyance there 
in times cf peace, by the Accounts thoſe Spaniards and our Corre- 
fpondents now give, the ProduRt will fcarce anſwer the principal 
Colt here in England; the like Negotiation is found in Malaga and 
other parts of Spain, to which muſt be added, that in this di;advan- 
tagcous trade, we employ forthe moſt part Hel/and-ſhips and Sea- 
men, enemies at heart cf h;is Nation, tothe Augmentation of their 
S$hjrptngy Seamen and V Vealth, the confrquence whereof may in the 
end produce no good to Exgland, and whats as bad as thereit, thoſe 
Sranith Commodities, by cur untimely and immoderate pretlinz tor 
thera, are not to be obtained by our Engliſh ManufaRory, as in for- 
mcr ti:acs, but ftore of Place is (ent to purchaſe then, ſo that as lit- 
vir w32* brought in abundance from Spain hither, obtained for our 
$oliſþ Goo de, now Its carried thither for the buying of what is not 
at all in «fte& bencheial co this Nation. 

Then is to be noted that this Common-wealth had in moſt part 
of Spain con(icerable FaQtories, which did great bulinefle for them- 
ſ:lves and f:iends, yea, thegreater part cf the Spaniards affairs did 
run by our hands : but: now not an Engliſhman dares appear (ex- 
cept {ome that this Nation is lictle beholding to fr the ſervice they 
dothe enemy, and if any are diſcovered, they are immediately laid 
bold cf, and impriſoned as Spies, &c. And any Goods appertain=- 
Ing to Engliſh, and but flendeily proved to be ſuch, are abtolutely 
Confiscatez on the contrary, here in London, native Spaniards that 
never catne in tim2s of Peace, are as free as Our elves, and bring in 
lore of V Vines and other Goods by the -hands of Jewes and {ome 
others, which take theo up in their own names, and the proceed ot 
agrear part of their effects, is and hath been remitted to Flanders, 
lor thepaying cf the Spaniſh Armies there, as is firongly ſuppoſed, 
for ſzyeral yeares paſt; fo that if {uch Negotiations be not prevent- 
ed, what will follow ; but whereas we were the managers of the 
Commerce with Spain formerly, Tews and Spaniards with their 
Lonf:derates will have all in their poſſeifion, and r:ke many other 
conveniences out of our hands, which how well in time ic will 
ſtand with this Nations inter:ſt and fafety, may eaſily - be dif- 
cerned, 

And yet all theſe particulars premiſed, and though the damages 
lultained by warre have been ſo con{iderablc, we are not well fitted to 
at ofaPeace,eſpecially if theSpaniard (ec tirit an inclination hereto 
A3 | ſtrike 
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(4) 
ſtcike up with them, for then Articles cannot be made ſo honourable 
and proficable for us, as they might betore this V Var began, and 
therefore an orderly Profecution of the ſame a while longer, may 
bring matters into ſuch a polture, as to aniwer our conveniences, 
and the worl4s expeCtations, as to the Engagement with thatNa- 
tion. 


Ine efore are humbly offered as Fxpedients, 


Firſt, that there may be an abſolute Pro'tivicion tor the bringing 
in any Canary, Ma/aga, or Sherry Sacks, or Fruit,trom cither place, 
fyrthe ſpace ut about two yeares, in which time the O wners cf 
thoſe Commodities which are chiefly ſpent in England, that noy are 
grown very rich, by our ill managing the trade, will be reduced tq 
much hardihip, it notto a diicontent with their Governours and 
the Kings duties, which are now conſider adie, will be brought ves 
ry low; aniqin this time, while we deiilt from the trade, will all 
our Engliſh M:nufacory that is in Spain already, and going thither, 
be ſpent at good rates, which will put the better «{timation upon the 
ſame for future, and other Nations will with many, and other bet- 
ter effects, (then thoſe we have now from Spain?, ) take them off our 
hands. to ſupply the Markets when there's want, this being onecf 
the biit remedics, as the Cale ftands, to provide an advantageous 
trade for time to come, which otherwiſe cannot be driven, but at 
loſſe to us, and too great benefit of the Spaniards, either in Peace or 
VVar, and the rather becauſe all Engliſhmen in the Spaniſh trade, 
are, and have been at liberty to adventure what they lit, without 
the Reſtriction of a Company, as the Cultome is tor other paits 
of the V Vorld, as Turk, Eaſt- India, &*c. 

Secondly, the grand expetations of the King of Spain, and his 
SubjeRs, are the Arrival cf his Plate Fleet, now ſuppoled, ater their 
Conjundction, at the Havanz, from Cartagena and new Spaine, to 
be upon their way for Enrope : in which comes the treaſure of two 
or three yeares drawing together ; and as it concernes him much to 
have the ſame, ſo it will this Nation to deprive him of ir, and pol 
eſſe it our (elves ; which if it ſhould ſo fall out in this Junfureof 
time, would diſcompoſe that Kings affairs inrmoſt part of his Do- 

minions, and how much it may turther ours, may be judged, tals 


State by Intelligence, which queſtionleſſe it hath, knoweth by 
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(5) 
w hat ſtrength they conſiſt of and anſwerably what power to or- 
der againſt them, and in what itations co ait- nil them in Eliat dyut t- 
leſſe their bent will te either for Cales, Gibraltar, or t e Groyne 114 
Galicia; as for the Canzries, their laſt (nilering here will make them 
ſhy of returning to that place 3 »f three or toure imall nimdte {ailin;; 
Frigats lay in different latitudes about the Weſtern I{linds, one or 
more probably may pet ſight of the Spaniard, and ode. v. taeir mo- 
tions, and :8 thera is occalion give nutice to oir Fleeis, as thiy 
ſhall be appointed,and the Nation being able to ipare lv many ſhips 
tor this hopeful affaire, the charge cxrraordinaty cannot be very 
great, to put them forth a litrle ſooner then they m'pte, upon other 
emploiments, lying already fitted, and this delign taxing «Hedt mig 
clear the Common-wealths obligations, and furnilh ic to carry on 
the warre to purpoſe, againſt thoſe that otherwi.e wil employ the 
lame againſt us and onr friends. 
In the Bay cf Biſcey, among others are the chict Ports of San- 
ſebaſtians paſſage and Bilbao : the Inlets of Commodities whici fur- 
nith that Countrey, and the North-parts of Caſt:lia: eſpecially with 
Fiſh, whereof thoſe parts ſpend great quantities, and will be fup- 
plied by the French and Dutch, with whatlvever they | ave occalion, 
except prevented by this State in keeping men of War upon thac 
Coaſt, but ejght ot ten Frigats will hinder their trade, and de- 
prive the places aforeſaid , from other conveniences ot the inhabi- 
tants, Which will make them clamorous; More particularly, 
when they cannot ſell their Countrey-goods, as \V ooies, Iron, 
Steel, &c. nor receive Corne and other Provitons trom forreign 
pr, whereof for the moſt part they are in great want, and our 
rigats will alſo check the attempts of the many Spaniſh men ot 
Ware, failing out of Paſage and Sanſebaſtian, that have hitherto 
done the Nation ſo much miſchief, and will till, it not locke 
aſter, 
In the Provinces of Galicia and Aſturis, ſeated b:tween Biſcay 
and Portugal, the King of Spain hath a very great Revenue out of 
Salt, that jg brought into thoſe parts from South- Spain, by Helan- 
ders and Others, which they may be totally deprived of, as of ma- 
ny other concernments, by keeping about ten men of Warre abourt 
thoſe parts, where are convenient harbours to water and ſhe!tec 
inupon occaſion : and the taking the ſaid Salt will not be only 


the Kings lofſe, but the whole Countrey mult be driven to great, 
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(6% 
extremitt2s, and not be able to folk5w their Fiſhing trade, which 
is the greateſt miintenance the common people have, and this 
Squadron will lie opportanely to ſecure our Merchants ſhips, tra. 
ding for Portugal and other places, from Biſcayners, Oflenders, and 
otier Pirates, that ſaile ont of the ports of Galicia, 

Malaga, Alicante, and Valenſia, within the Streights of Gibraltar, 
are places abounding with Wine, Oyle, and Frute, the greater part 
whereot is brought tor Englan!, and that trade failing, the peogle 
there will generally be driven to ſtraits, the rather if we have Ships 
of Warre upon their Ports, to examin? all ſtrangers, and deprive 

-w them from carrying in Provifions, without which they cannot well 
fuÞ!;!t, and Commodities lying on the Inhabirants hands, (as hey 
muſt, it ſtrangers bring them not hicher,) will be for the mo{ part 
ioft, and a Squadron kept about thoſe Coaſts, will ſecure molt of 
our trade in the Levart, againſt all encmiee. 

Sevilla, Cal?s, and Saint Lucar, whici are the chief places of 
trade in Spain, do fet forth all! ſhips tor the Indies, and thither for the 
mod part return that Kings Fleets, and particular veſſels, with filver 
andother Commoditics, out of the faid India; but about twelve 
Saile of cur ſhips continually kept there, may impede the carcying 
in of any Pcovilions for the ſupply of the Countrey, or the Kings 
Fleets, which ordinarily are brought from Holland France; and 
allo intercept their ſhips going to, and coming from the Indies, 
and other places, hindring the excurſions of private men of War, 
that ſaile thence to annoy our Merchants ſhips; and upon any 
occaſion of ſervice to this Nation, may ſoon be drawn the Squa- 
drons from the Coaſt of Galicia, Biſcaya, and the Streights, to joyne 
with theſe: which together will make a ſufhcient ſtrength, to en- 
col:nter any power pain can ſet forth, or may expe from 
abroad, | 

Such Conrſes as theſe being taken in good carneſt, and none but 
diligent, affe&ionate, and able Cummanders, employed in our 
Fleers, will not only preſerve our Commerce, but be a great repute 
ro the Nation, in a manner keeping the Coaſts of all Spatn conti- 
nually alarm'd : depriving that King of the greater part of his in- 
comes, and render his people incapable to pay taxes, which are 
heavy upon them; andconſequently, his Arwies and Garriſons 
will 'he negle&ed in Pay and Proviſions, ſome of his remoteſt terci- 

tories will revolt or be taken from him, and a general -calamirie 
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(7) 
overwhelm his dominions then, (and ſcarce otherwiſe) will that 
Nation be made truly ſenfible, what it is to have peace or war 
wich England, and being brought low, he will as eagerly ſeek for a 
peac? from us, (and with more reaſon) then he did lately from 
the Hollander ; once his ſubjefts granting in a manner their own 
conditions, at lealt for better then we had, by the lalt Articles of 
Peace. This being certain, that the King of Spain, ſeeing this 
Nation formidable, and valuing ir ſelfe of its ſtrength, will yield 
to our reaſonable deſires. 

But if now, or at other time a Peace ſhould be treated of among 
other things, that may more immediatly concern the Stateztheſe 
heads may be inliited upon for the bettecing of our Nation in ge» 
neral,and encouragement ofMerchants andFaCtors that ſhall cons 
tinue trading wich Spain, 

Firſt, that Reſtoration be made to the ſeveral Merchants of this 
Nation, of the ſtate and ſhipping which the King of Spain and his 
Miniſters did ſeize on in the yeare 1655. which will amount to 
a very conſiderable fumme, and be made out by teſtimony, andthis 
he is abſolutely bound to do, and our Governours engaged to ſee 
pritormed, belide many other Reaſons that may be ſhewen more 
particularly, by the ewenty third Article of the Treaty between 
the two Nations, made 1630, which in exprefſe words ſaith. tem, 
If it ſhall happen hereafter, which God forbid that any diſpleaſure 
do ariſe betwixt the ſaid Renowned Kings, the King of great Bri= 
'an, and the King of Spain, whereby danger may grow of the inter- 
ruption of Entercourſe and Commerce, then the SubjeAs of either 
King ace thereof ſo to be admoniſhed, as that they may have fix 
moneths from the time of the munition, to tranſport their Mer- 
chandiſe without any arreſt, diſturbance or hurt in the mean ſeaſon 
to be given unto them, either in their Perſons or Merchandizes. 
 Bythis Proviſion made, its clear that the King cf Spain did un- 
Jultly Iay hold of, and keep our eſtates, and impriſon our pron 
therefore as it hath been the honourable praftice of the Supreme 
Powers of this Common-wealch, to ſee its ſubje&s righted from 
orreigners in molt Treaties of latez we hope the like courſe will 
be taken when a Peace ſhall be agitated, and not only reparation 
tor the goods imbarged at the beginning of the War, but of ma- 
ny other injuries and loſſes don? to the Merchants of this Nation 
defore, contrary to the Articles of Peace, while we were in amity 
with Spain, which then were engines of, and will {till be made 

Our 
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out by proofs of the perſons damnified, when they ſhall have an Op« 
portunity afforded them to do the ſame. 

Secondly, that all the Subjefts of this Common-wealth may en. 
Joy the free exercile of their Religion, without being moleſted by the 
Inquiſition, or any other Church: officers: and in the moſt fignal 
places, where the greateſt FaQories relide, that there may be rolera- 
ced Miniſters to preach in our Conſuls, or ſome other perſon of 
authority his houſe;and noSpaniards to give ſcandal at times of meet- 
ing, it being but high Reafon we ſhould prize our own Religion, 
as much, if not more, .then they do theirs, which have liberty to 
exerciſe the ſame in any Ambaſſador, or other houſes here, without 
contradiftion, Alſo we ought to haveallowed ſelect places forthe 
burying our dead, at ſuch times as wethink fit, in that formerly we 
were necelilitated to do it by ſtealth in thenight, with much ha- 
zard of our perſons, and many have bcen moſt barbaroully taken 
out of their graves, and expoſed to be devoured by beaſts, &c. 

Thirdly, when any perſon of this Nation dies in that Countrey, 
though.inteſtate, that the Court of the Crxzada, may not at all 
meddle with the deceaſed's- eſtate, but that the whole may come to 
his Correſpondents and Friends in England, without interrupti- 
on, f'5r it hath been the praftice of that Court to ſeize on whatfo- 
ever remaines of men, that die without making Wills, and have 
put thoſe to whom the eſtate belongs to great Charges, in proving 
their Propriety, andafterwards by one pretence or other, keep them 
from their right, remaining with all. 

Fourthly, that all queſtion of Contrahands be taken off, touching 
our Engliſh Manufaftory, and that fall credit be given to ſuch dif- 
patches and Certificates, as our {hips ſhall carrytrom the Guſtom- 
houſes of - England, otherwiſe there will not want Informers, that 
may bring the cleareſt thing in doubt, and once a Suit is commenc't 
in ſuch caſes, commonly the greater part, if not the whole Principal 
is ſpent, erethe matter be decided, to the undoing of many a mad, 
and hindrance cf the Commerce in general. 

Fif.hly, thatthe extraordinary. Charges of F;zits, from the Cor- 
trabando and Inquiſition betaken off, and though a ſhip come full of 


: any Commodity into Port, and cannot diſpoſe thereof, the Owner 


may have free liberty to ſeek his Market elſewher:, without paying 
duties for more then he Jands, and taking any trom the (hore agan, 
that will not ſpend the cuſtome thereof, to be returned, and 4 


Sixthly, 


(9) 2 
Sixthly, that the Engliſh Merchants nay (II in any part of 
Spain, Corne, Fiſh, or any other Commoditie, at the rates they 
ſhall think good, and the ordinary Juſtice there, not to put aſet 
price, as in ſome places they formerly have done to our damage, 

and diſturbance of traffick, 

Seventhly, that whatſoever goods we once diſpatch, and pay the 
dnties thereof, ſhall never be queſtioned by any of the Kings Mi- 
niſters, either of ſuch as we.import there from England, or lade 
from Spain to other places, neither that we be bound to bring Cer- 
tihicates of the Ianding our commodities in Ports, at amity with 
the Crown of Spain, as hath been the praftice, to theloſſe of many 
mens eltatcs, upon falſe Informations, lofſe of Certificates, or the 
Judges not admitting them for good, though authentick, when 
they came, taking advantages of our ſccuritics given in that be- 
halt, and moleſting both them and us. 

Eighthly,that no Merchant be liable to produce his Books of Ac- 
counts to any of the Kings Miniſters, as hitherto they compelled 
them to do, or for avoiding thereof drew from us great bribes. 

Ninthly, that nothing of Impolition be extrafted from any of 
this Nation for Cuſtome, of what they carry to, or bring from 
Spaine, more then what was paid, when the Jaſt Articles were 
made, nor that we be enjoyned to pay tax:*, orlend money to the 
King or his Ofticers, upon what occalion (oever, nor be put ont of ' 
ſuch houſes wherein we live, for the accommodating any cf the 
Kings Miniflers, as in times paſt many were compelled to do. 

Tenthly, that our Trade may be general in all the King of Spain 
his Dominions, or if aReſtciftion ſhould be in the parts of A4meri- 
ca, it will be requiſite that Proviſ;on ſhould be made for any veffels 
of ours, that by tempeltuous weather, or other extraordinary Ac 
cidents, may be forc't from our own Plantations thither, ſo as they 
may be friendly ufed while there, and have leaye to depart when they 
liſt on their employments. 

Eleventhly, that Conſuls and Vice-Conſuls to affert the Nations 
Priviledges, and ſee the performance of Articles, and keeping our 
Faſtories in better order, (as to the more beneficial managing the 
Trade) be ſeated in the moſt important places of Spain, ſufficient- 
ly impowered to that purpoſe. 

Many other Particutars may be by the Merchants afforded to the 
State as neceſſary, when a Treaty ſhall be on foot, 5 they ſhall * 
becall d upon tg do it. 

FINIS, 


